
To the Education Committee: 

 

I write in support of ACT SB1000: AN ACT CONCERNING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN 

ACADEMICALLY GIFTED ADVANCEMENT PROGRAM. 

 

As an educator of some forty years that has included roles as an Admissions Dean and Faculty 

Advisor at Princeton University, a Teaching Fellow at Harvard University's Graduate School of 

Education, Deputy Headmaster of the Fieldston School in New York City, one of the most 

academically selective independent schools in the nation, author of a number of books on 

preparing for and managing the college admissions process, and advisor to hundreds of talented 

and gifted high school students, I have a major interest in the educational experience of 

academically gifted young men and women in their high school years. 

 

The challenges for this cohort of students is considerable. Often feeling alienated from their main 

stream peers due to their advanced intellectual capacity and ready ability to master standard 

school curriculum, they can be inclined to down play their abilities. Four years of high school 

requirements often result in boredom and the potential for underachieving and in many instances 

dropping out of high school. In a downward spiral, this has a significant impact on their 

opportunities to gain acceptance to the quality institutions of higher education where they would 

be more likely to find the intellectual stimulation from a first class faculty and peer students with 

whom they would identify. 

 

As I understand the concept behind this thoughtful bill introduced by Senator Boucher, allowing 

and encouraging individuals identified in their high school years as gifted to accelerate their 

curriculum and build the requisite credits to achieve their high school diplomas at the end of 

three years of study could accomplish multiple goals: first and foremost, encourage gifted 

students to stay the course of a three year high school program to achieve their diploma and 

move on to college; provide a financial savings for the schools systems; create a culture within 

Connecticut's schools that appreciates and supports the particular needs of gifted and talented 

youngsters. The overall morale of individual high schools, in addition to demonstrating respect 

and concern for gifted youngerm students could increase with the successful completion of a 

three year diploma program and subsequent acceptance into selective colleges and universities, 

potentially with scholarship awards. 

 

Quite naturally, there are a number of specific issues to address in implementing such a program 

from my experiential perspective. Foremost are these: consideration of the social and emotional 

maturity of the individual and his/her readiness to graduate and enroll in a higher educational 

setting a year younger; creating a set of courses and exams that will ensure that the student has 

completed a solid academic foundation of pre-college courses and skills that will predict 

successful studies in a college setting. Examples of established programs that address this 

concern include the College Board's Advanced Placement portfolio of college level subject 

courses and examinations; the International Baccalaureate advanced subjects and exams; college 

courses completed a cooperating college. 

 

In summary, I can attest to the intellectual and social challenges gifted youngsters confront on a 

daily basis in their school lives. While this proposed bill does not solve all the issues involved 



here, it does go a long way to addressing several key concerns for sustaining or creating the 

motivation for this particular category of students to be recognized during a highly critical stage 

in the personal, emotional, and intellectual development and to be motivated accordingly to 

complete their high school diploma requirements in three rather than four years. I am hopeful 

that this bill will be supported with enthusiasm by the Educational Committee. 

 

Sincerely, Howard R. Greene, M.A., M.Ed 
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